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By ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — New White House press secretary
Karine Jean Pierre was delivering her third on-camera
goodbye to a departing stafferin less than 24 hours when
she quipped to reporters, “I promise we will have a press
shop.” She added: “Not everyone is leaving.”
It's a dynamic playing out across the White House com-
plex this month — and more evidence that not even the
White House is immune from what has been called “the
great resignation” as employers struggle to fill vacancies
and workers jump to new jobs at record rates.
The administration is undergoing a period of unusually
high staff turnover as President Joe Biden nears 18 months
in office. Long hours, low morale and relatively low pay
are taking a toll on both the ranks of the senior staff and
the more numerous junior aides who keep the White
House functioning.
It's not unusual for staff to furn over at this point in a presi-
dency, but the swiftness of the change has been stark at
fimes: Two-thirds of the White House press shop, much of
the COVID-19 response team, two of the deputy coun-
sels to the president, even the staffer who manages the
White House Twitter account are all leaving within a few
weeks of each ofher.
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White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during the daily briefing at the White House
in Washington, on May 26, 2022.
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‘Great resignation’ reaches White House with staff turnover

returning from Wilmington, Del.

Continuved from Front

Some of it is by design. As
is customary, White House
staff were told to leave by
July or to wait to depart un-
til after the November elec-
tfions, according fo current
and former officials.

Still, the turnover, particu-
larly within  senior ranks,
pales in comparison to the
furbulent first year of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who
hired and dismissed staff
at arecord pace. Also, the
Biden White House staff-
ing was more stable than
many predecessors in ifs
earliest days, making the
recent and upcoming exits
more noficeable.

The full scale of the Biden
furnover will not be clear
until the end of the month,
when the White House is re-
quired to submit its annual
salary report to Congress.
Biden aides insist the de-
partures are not tied to the
president’s low poll num-
bers, but instead reflect a
natural transition for staff-
ers — some of whom also
toiled long hours on the
campaign — looking to
improve their quality of life.
The aides emphasized that

replacements have been
secured for most of the de-
parting staff and that no
critical roles are going un-
filled. “It's a normal time for
this level of turnover in any
administration,” said White
House spokesperson Emilie
Simons. “Government ser-
vice involves sacrifice, and
staff often have young chil-
dren or promising careers in
the private sector they put
on hold, or opportunities for
advancement within  the
administration or through
graduate school.”

Many of the departing
aides are heading to fed-
eral agencies, which have
far deeper pockets than
the smaller Executive Of-
fice of the President. They
can offen double their sal-
ary and substantially re-
duce their workload.

In many ways the depar-
tfures echo a broader frend
in the economy — which
the Biden White House has
championed — where a
historically tight labor mar-
ket has given workers ab-
normal leverage fo seek
stronger-paying jobs that
are more compatible with
their post-pandemic life-
styles. “We've seen these
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden arrive on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Monday, May 30, 2022, after

historic levels of quitting,”
said Nick Bunker, director of
economic research at the
Indeed Hiring Lab. “We've
also seen really rapid em-
ployment growth so that
it's people sort of taking
advantage of the situation,
getting new jobs, getting
higher wages. So | think it is
from a worker point of view,
pretty much broadly a pos-
ifive story.”

More than 4 million work-
ers have been quitting their
jobs each month over the
past year, according to
Labor Department data,
accounting for almost 3%
of all workers leaving jobs
each month — most for
other work opportunities.
“It's a worker's market right
now,” then-White House
press secretary Jen Psaki
said last year, months be-
fore leaving herself forarole
at the news outlet MSNBC.
“"We know that. People are
looking for more depend-
able benefits. They're look-
ing for wages that are high-
er.” The White House has
bristled at the term “great
resignation” and has fried
to reframe it as what Bharat
Ramamurti, the deputy di-
rector of the Natfional Eco-
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nomic Council, calls the
“great upgrade.”

Biden also expanded the
staff when he entered the
White House, owingin large
part to the centralization of
the federal COVID-19 re-
sponse and climate policy
within the West Wing. The
2021 report showed an
average salary of about
$94,000. That's 40% higher
than the country’'s median
household income, but still
less than what the well-cre-
dentialed staff could earn
in the private sector.
“White House salaries tend
to be well below the salo-
ries that people have be-
fore they come into the
White House,” said Kevin
Hassett, former chair of
the Council of Economic
Advisers during the Trump
administration. “This follows
naturally from the fact that
a president can choose
people who are at the
top of their professions. So
when people return to their
outside profession, the sala-
ry likely increases for almost
everybody.”

Veterans of previous West
Wings who serve in or are in
contact with Biden admin-
istration officials say there is

a notable lack of joy across
the White House complex.
The pandemic has dimin-
ished some of the benefits
of the job that typically
make the demands of the
work more bearable, they
said.

“These aren't perks in
the superficial sense, but
they're  moments  that
build your team, sharpen
focus on the mission, and
recharge your batteries,”
said Eric Schultz, principal
deputy White House press
secretary at the end of the
Obama administration.
“Nobody goes to the White
House to coast, but the
jobs are draining, so inspi-
ration along the way can
mean a lot.”

The pandemic meant
few birthday parties in the
bowling alley in the bow-
els of the Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building and
curtailed the opportunity
fo give loved ones a tfour
of the historic workplace.
In December, the White
House was unable to hold
staff holiday parties be-
cause of COVID-19, and
fravel is only just returning
to pre-pandemic norms.
For Biden'’s first year in of-
fice, most staff could not
even stand on the South
Lawn driveway to view the
president arrive or depart
on Marine One.

The COVID precautions
around Biden himself, in-
cluding testing for those
who might encounter him
daily, mean many staff
members have few per-
sonal interactions with their
boss. For some departing
staff, a highlight of their
fime in the White House
came when former Presi-
dent Barack Obama vis-
ited the White House and
talked with staff on the an-
niversary of the Affordable
Care Act. Aides said he
spent almost five hours in
the building and made a
point of mingling with staff
— in many cases spending
more time with them than
Biden has been able fo.
Biden, aides said, has re-
started one pre-pandemic
fradition:  accommodat-
ing departure photos for
staffers and their fami-
lies who are leaving the
administration..
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Interior phasing out plastic water bottles at national parks

By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Interior Department said
Wednesday it will phase
out sales of plastic water
bottles and other single-use
products at national parks
and on other public lands
over the next decade, tar-
geting a major source of
U.S. pollution.

An order issued by Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland
calls for the department to
reduce the purchase, sale
and distribution of single-
use plastic products and
packaging on 480 million
acres of federally man-
aged lands, with a goal of
phasing out the products
by 2032. The order directs
the department to iden-
tify alternatives to single-
use plastics, such as com-
postable or biodegradable
materials or 100% recycled
materials.

“As the steward of the no-
fion's public lands, includ-
ing national parks and
natfional wildlife refuges,
and as the agency respon-
sible for the conservation
and management of fish,
wildlife, plants and their
habitats,”” the Interior De-
partment is “uniquely posi-
fioned to do better for our
Earth,” Haaland said in a
statement.

The order essentially revers-
es a 2017 Trump administra-
tion policy that prevented
natfional parks from ban-
ning plastic water bottle
sales. Only a fraction of

Dec. 27, 2018, in Washington, during a partial government shutdown.

the more than 400 nation-
al parks, but some of the
most popular ones like the
Grand Canyon, had imple-
mented such a ban.
Environmental groups
hailed the Biden adminis-
fration’s  announcement,
which  advocates and
some Democratic lawmak-
ers have been urging for
years.

“Our national parks, by def-
inition, are protected ar-
eas — ones that Americans
have loved for their natu-
ral beauty and history for
over a century — and yet
we have failed to protect
them from plastic for far too
long."" said Christy Leavitt,
plastics campaign director

for the conservation group
Oceana.

Haaland’s order “will curb
milions of pounds of un-
necessary disposable plas-
tic in our national parks and
other public lands, where it
can end up polluting these
special areas,” Leavitt
said. The group urged the
National Park Service and
other agencies to move
swiftly fo carry out changes
in reducing single-use plas-
fics well before 2032.

Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore.,
also urged quicker action
to address what he called
the plastic pollution crisis.
"With everyone - from park
rangers to park visitors — do-
ing their part we can get

Associated Press

this done before the de-
cade has passed!” Merkley
said in a statement.
Merkley, who chairs a Sen-
ate Appropriafions  sub-
committee that oversees
the Interior Department,
is co-sponsor of a bill that
would ban the sale of sin-
gle-use plastic water bot-
tles in national parks.

Rep. Mike Quigley, D-lll.,
who co-sponsored the bill
in the House, hailed the In-
terior announcement as “a
huge step forward in the ef-
fort to protect our environ-
ment and its creatures from
the damage of single-use
plastics.”’

Quigley, who is planning a
visit to Yosemite National

Park, said he looks forward
to learning how the park
willimplement the new rule.
Oceana said a national
poll conducted by Ipsos in
November 2021 found that
more than 80% of Ameri-
can voters would support
a decision by the National
Park Service to stop selling
and distributing single-use
plastics at national parks
Haaland said the plastics
order was especially impor-
tant because less than 10%
of plastics ever produced
have been recycled, and
U.S. recycling rates are
faling as China and other
countries have stopped
accepting U.S. waste.
Interior-managed lands
generated nearly 80,000
tons of municipal solid
waste in fiscal year 2020,
the department said, much
of it plastics.

Of the more than 300 million
tfons of plastic produced
every year for use in a wide
variety of applications, af
least 14 million fons of plas-
fic end up in the ocean ev-
ery year, and plastic makes
up 80% of all marine debris
found from surface waters
to deep-sea sediments, the
department said.

Many marine species ingest
or are entangled by plastic
debris, causing severe in-
juries or death, and plastic
pollution threatens food
safety and quality, human
health, coastal  tourism
and contributes to climate
change, the department
said.(d

Armed man arrested for threat to kill
Justice Kavanaugh

By MARK SHERMAN and MI-
CHAEL BALSAMO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
man carrying a gun, a knife
and zip ties was arrested
Wednesday near Justice
Brett Kavanaugh's house in
Maryland after threatening
to kill the justice.

Nicholas John Roske of Simi
Valley, California, who was
identified in a criminal com-
plaint charging him with
the attempted murder of a
Supreme Court justice, was
dressed in black when he
arrived by toxi just after 1

a.m. outside Kavanaugh's
home in a Washington sub-
urb.

Roske, 26, had a Glock 17
pistol, ammunition, a knife,
Zip ties, pepper spray, duct
fape and other items that
he fold police he would use
fo break info Kavanaugh's
house and kill him, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint
and affidavit filed in federal
court in Maryland. Roske
said he purchased the gun
to kill Kavanaugh and that
he also would kill himself,
the affidavit said.

Roske told police he was

upset by a leaked draft
opinion suggesting the Su-
preme Court is about to
overrule Roe v. Wade, the
landmark abortion case.
He also said he was upset
over the school massacre
in Uvalde, Texas, and be-
lieved Kavanaugh would
vote to loosen gun control
laws, the affidavit said.

The court currently is weigh-
ing a challenge to New
York's requirements for get-
ting a permit to carry a gun
in public, a case that could
make it easier fo be armed
on the streets of New York

Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh stands during a group photo
at the Supreme Court in Washington, on April 23, 2021.
Associated Press

and otfher large cities.

When he got out of the taxi,
Roske was spotfted by two
U.S. Marshals who are part

of round-the-clock security
provided to the justices fol-
lowing the leak of the draft
opinion last month.(4
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Happy together: Orphaned turtles and kids who set them free

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

STONE HARBOR, N.J. (AP)
— The circle of life was on
vivid display Wednesday at
the Jersey Shore in a way
that even the youngest
children could understand.
Seventeen young turtles
that had been raised from
eggs refrieved from the
smashed bodies of moth-
ers killed on roads were re-
leased back into the wild
by a class of kindergartners.
It was part of a program
that has saved thousands
of turtles and returned them
to the wild over the past 25
years. The furtles were ei-
ther raised from the eggs of
their dead mothers or were
themselves rescued from
roads, storm drains or other
dangerous places over the
years.

“It's a great community
connection,” said Lisa Fer-
guson, director of research
and conservation at the
Weftlands Institute, which
runs the program along
with  Stockton  University
and Stone Harbor schools.
“It showcases how conser-
vation works, and that ev-
eryone has a part to play,
from adults down to kinder-
garten students.”

The fturtle release took
place during a frenzied
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A kindergarten student releases a turtle back into the wild at the Wetlands Institute in Stone Harbor,

N.J., Wednesday, June 8, 2022.

day of turtle activity. This
is egg-laying season, and
furtles come up out of the
wetlands onto dry land to
lay eggs, thus exposing
themselves not only to nat-
ural predators, but also to
the far more deadly threat
of motor vehicles.

“We lose 550 adult females
each year to road Kkills,”
Ferguson said of her area
in the southern New Jer-
sey marshlands near the
ocean.

Moments after she spoke,
Salvatore  Volpe drove
info the Institute’s parking
lot with a bleeding furtle
on the floor of his car. He
had been driving on the
road that passes the facility
when he saw a car strike a
turtle that was crossing the
road, clipping the edge of
it and sending it flying.

The turtle was injured, but
not mortally, and Volpe
fook it to the Wetlands Insti-
tute for freatment.

Associated Press

Volpe said he has been fas-
cinated with diamondback
terrapins since moving to
nearby Wildwood Crest in
2009.

“It's a real slaughter at
this time of year,” he said.
“They just have no chance.
| do what | can.”

Then he was off to shoo
another turtle off the road
before it could be struck by
a car.

Aside from caring forinjured
live turtles, the Wetlands In-

stitute harvests eggs from
females killed on the road
and incubates them at 30
degrees Celsius, a tfemper-
ature that will ensure they
develop as females (the
sex of these furtles is deter-
mined by their temperature
as eggs, Ferguson said).
Stockton also incubates
eggs and cares for the
turtles in the first year of
their lives. When they have
grown enough in their first
year, they are deemed
ready to be released into
the wetlands surrounding
the institute.

That's where the kids
come in. Kindergartners
from Stone Harbor schools
get to know the turtles as
they grow. They give them
names, draw posters of
them, and even bake and
sell cookies to raise money
for turtle conservation.
Wednesday morning, it
was time to set them free.
Some eagerly grasped the
turtles from behind; oth-
ers were more reticent to
get up close and personal
with squirming turtles and
squishy mud, but each stu-
dent seemed excited to
see the turtles paddle away
intfo the shallow water.

The program releases 150
fo 200 turtles into the wild
each year.[
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Naasén Joaquin Garcia leads a service at his church “La Luz del
Mundo” in Guadalajara, Mexico on Aug. 9, 2018.

By BRIAN MELLEY
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
leader of a Mexican mega-
church faces more than 16
years in a California prison
when sentenced Wednes-
day for sexually abusing
three girls who were follow-
ers.

Associated Press

Naasén Joaquin  Garcia,
53, who is considered the
“"apostle” of Jesus Christ
by his 5 million worldwide
followers, had vigorously
fought charges that includ-
ed child rape, until abruptly
accepting a plea deal on
the eve of trial.

The La Luz del Mundo

Mexican megachurch leader faces
more than 16 years in prison

church leader pleaded
guilty Friday in Los Ange-
les Superior Court to two
counts of forcible oral
copulation involving minors
and one count of a lewd
act upon a child who was
15.

Prosecutors said he used his
spiritual influence to have
sex with several female fol-
lowers and was aided by
others in the church who
facilitated the abuse.
Church youth group lead-
er Alondra Ocampo, who
previously pleaded guilty
fo abusing the girls, was
charged with  directing
teenage girls in skimpy out-
fits to perform "“flirty” danc-
es for Garcia. She also con-
ducted nude photo shoots
for Garcia in which the girls
fouched each other, ac-

cording fo the charges.
Ocampo told girls that if
they rebuffed the wishes
and desires of “the apos-
tle,” they were going
against God, according fo
the charges.

Garcia told the girls after
they danced for him that a
king could have mistresses
and that "an apostle of
God can never be judged
for his actions,” according
to the charges against him.
Ocampo was prepared to
testify against him, her at-
forney Fred Thiagarajah
said.

“She actively recruited
and groomed girls for him,”
Thiagarajoh  said.  “She
would target girls and bring
them into his inner fold. She
was tasked with sexualizing
these girls and facilitating

their abuse.”

Garcia had been sched-
uled to go on trial Monday
on 19 counts that also in-
cluded allegations of hu-
man frafficking to produce
child pornography. A judge
had thrown out four counts
of extortion and sentencing
enhancements for great
bodily injury for lack of evi-
dence.

Another female co-defen-
dant who was a member
of the church, Susana Me-
dina Oaxaca, 27, pleaded
guilty Friday fo assault likely
to cause great bodily injury,
a misdemeanor.

Defense lawyers had said
prosecutors were operat-
ing under a far-fetched le-
gal theory that Garcia used
spiritual coercion for sexual
pleasure.
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Israeli minister races to salvage flailing coalition

By EMILY ROSE

Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s
justice minister says he will
give the government one
final chance to approve a
contentious bill extending
legal protections to West
Bank sefttlers in a last-ditch
effort to keep the fractured
coalition in power.

Justice  Minister Gideon
Saar said in a series of TV in-
terviews that he will resub-
mit the bill next Sunday, af-
ter the legislation failed to
pass earlier this week. Sev-
eral members of the coali-
tion joined the opposition in
defeating the bill.

Saar called on his fellow
coadlition members to get
in line or to exit the gov-
ernment a scenario that
would likely plunge the
country into a fifth election
in just three years.

“As long as they don't
make order in their own
party, as far as we are con-
cerned, they aren’t part of
the coalition,” he told Isra-
el's Kan public broadcaster
late Tuesday.

The bill was seen as a ma-
jor test for the coalition,
comprised of parties from
across the political spec-
frum, and its defeat has

Israeli Minister of Justice Gideon Saar arrives for the first weekly cabinet meeting of the new
government in Jerusalem, Sunday, June 20, 2021.

raised questions about the
government’s long-term vi-
ability.

Israeli media said that the
renegade codlition law-
makers who didn’t support
the bill are being pressure
to change their minds orre-
sign to make way for those
who would vote in favor.
Emergency regulations in
place for decades have

created a separate legal
system for Jewish settlers in
the West Bank. It applies
parts of Israeli law to them
even though they live in
occupied territory and not
within sovereign Israeli land
while Palestinians live under
military rule, now in its sixth
decade.

If the bill fails to pass again,
Jewish settlers living there

Associated Press

could see their legal status
thrown info question. Crit-
ics, including the Palestin-
ians and three prominent
human rights groups, have
said the situation amounts
to apartheid, an allegation
Israel rejects as an assault
on its legitimacy.

The coadlition includes na-
fionalistic parties that are
stfrong supporters of the set-

tlements, as well as dovish
parties that oppose them.
The alliance is the first in
Israel’s history to include
an Arab party, the Islamist
Ra'am, whose members
abstained or opposed the

bill on Monday.
Saar, who heads a small
pro-seftler party, direct-

ed much of his criticism
at Ra'am. “From my per-
spective, Ra’am has not
behaved like a party in
the coadlition and will pay
a price for that,” he told
Channel 13 TV.

There was no indication
as fo whether Ra'am’s
members would change
how they voted. Another
codlition  member who
voted against the bill,
Ghaida Rinawie Zoabi, said
Wednesday she remained
opposed.

The coalition was formed a
year ago, bringing togeth-
er eight parties that have
little in common beyond
their shared animosity to
former Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, who is now
the opposition leader.
After a series of coadlition
defections, parliament is
evenly divided 60-60 be-
tween the coadlition and

opposition. [

Irish leader sees no UK

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Brit-
ish government appears
fo have no political will to
resolve its festering trade
dispute with the European
Union and risks endanger-
ing the hard-won peace in
Northern Ireland, Irish Prime
Minister Micheal Martin said
Wednesday.

Prime Minister Boris John-
son’'s government said last
month that it it would pass
a law to scrap parts of a
frade freaty with the EU
signed less than two years
ago. The EU has threat-
ened to retaliate, raising
the specter of a frade war
between the two major
economic partners.

“I' just simply do not de-
tect a sustained political
will on behalf of the UK.
government to settle this,
to resolve this, because it
without question can be

resolved,” Martin told EU
lawmakers in Strasbourg,
France. The British govern-
ment is expected to publish
a draft law in the coming
days to remove checks on
goods entering Northern
Ireland from the rest of the
U.K. But there are concerns
from legal experts that the
move is unlawful, and the
bill will face opposition in
Parliament.

Britain says ifs unilateral
move to breach the legally
binding Brexit treaty is an
insurance policy in case it
can’t reach an agreement
with the 27-nation bloc
to end their dispute over
frade rules.

Martin said that instead of
the British government try-
ing fo help fix things, “we
have actually seen efforts
fo block agreements and
infroduce new problems.”

will to end

British unionists in Northern
Ireland the only part of the
U.K. that shares a border
with an EU member state,
Martin's Ireland  oppose
the frade rules, which cre-
ated a customs border in
the Irish Sea.

When Britain left the Euro-
pean Union and its border-
less free-trade zone, the
two sides agreed to keep
the Irish land border free
of customs posts and other
checks because an open
border is a key pillar of the
peace process that ended
decades of violence in
Northern Ireland.

Instead, to protect the EU’s
single market, there are
checks on some goods,
such as meat and eggs,
entering Northern Ireland
from the rest of the U.K. The
British unionists say the new
checks have put a burden

Brexit frade standoff

Ireland’s Prime Minister Micheal Martin arrives to give a speech
at the European Parliament, Wednesday, June 8, 2022 in
Strasbourg, eastern France.

on businesses and frayed
the bonds between North-
ern Ireland and the rest of
the UK.

Britain’s Conservative gov-
ernment insists the rules
also are  undermining
peace in Northern Ireland,

Associated Press

where they have caused
a political crisis. The main
unionist party is blocking
the formation of a power-
sharing government in Bel-
fast, saying it won't take
part until the tfrade rules are
scrapped.d
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Train derailment in east Iran kills at least 22, injures 87

By NASSER KARIMI
Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A
passenger train traveling
through eastern Iran struck
an excavator and nearly
half its cars derailed before
dawn on Wednesday, kill-
ing at least 22 people and
injuring 87, officials said.
The derailment near the
desert city of Tabas was the
latest disaster to strike the
Islamic Republic in recent
weeks as Tehran struggles
under U.S. sanctions and
any return to its nuclear
deal with world powers re-
mains in doubt.

The train, operated by the
state-run Islamic Republic
Railway, carried some 350
people as it fraveled from
the town of Tabas, some
550 kilometers (340 miles)
southeast of Tehran, to the
city of Yazd. The route had
began as an overnight
frain out of Iran’s holy city
of Mashhad.

Based on images after
the crash, it appeared the
frain’s locomotive passed
the excavator and the
later cars somehow hit the
digger and caused the de-
railment, though authori-
fies did not immediately

—-—
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In this photo provided by Iranian Red Crescent Society, rescuers work at the scene where a
passenger train partially derailed near the desert city of Tabas in eastern Iran, Wednesday, June

8, 2022.

explain how the disaster

happened in the rural
scrubland near a railway
bridge.

“Passengers were bounc-
ing in the car like balls in the
air,” one unnamed injured
passenger told Iranian
state television.

The state-run IRNA news
agency gave the casualty
figures, citing emergency
officials.

Rescue teams with ambu-
lances and helicopters ar-
rived in the remote area
where communication is
poor.

Associated Press

Over a dozen people suf-
fered critical injuries, with
some ftransferred to local
hospitals, officials said.

Aerial footage of the desert
site of the disaster showed
train cars on their side, with
some rescuers running at
the scene as they tried to

care for those injured.
State TV later aired images
from a hospital where the
injured received freatment.
One of those injured told
the broadcaster they felt
the frain suddenly brake
and then slow before the
deraiiment.

The incident happened
some 50 kilometers (30
miles) outside of Tabas.
The report said the crash is
under investigation.

Initial  reports  suggested
the train collided with an
excavator near the frack,
though it wasn't immedi-
ately clear why an exca-
vator would have been
close to the frain frack in
the dark. One official sug-
gested it could have been
part of a repair project.
Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raisi offered condolences
over the crash and an-
nounced an investigation
would be undertaken into
its causes.

On Wednesday night, au-
thorities ordered the ar-
rest of six people alleg-
edly involved in causing
the crash, though they
released no other informa-
tion about why they were
suspected.]

Japan criticizes Russia for suspending

fishing pact

By MARI YAMAGUCHI
Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — Japan on
Wednesday criticized Rus-
sia’s announcement that
it is suspending an agree-
ment allowing Japanese
to fish in waters near dis-
puted islands, as relations
between the countries de-
teriorate over the war in
Ukraine.

The fishing deal has been
in place since 1998 and
allows Japanese fishing
boats to operate around
the  Russian-held  Kurils,
which Japan also claims
and calls the Northern Terri-
tories, in exchange for pay-
ments from Japan based
on catch quotas and other
condifions negotiated an-
nually.

Ifs suspension, apparent-
ly in response to Japan’s

sanctions against Moscow
for its invasion of Ukraine,
raises concern about the
safety of Japanese fish-
ing boats in the area. Prior
to the agreement, Russian
authorities had seized and
sometimes shot at Japao-
nese boats.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hi-
rokazu Matsuno said it was
“regrettable that Russia
one-sidedly announced it
is suspending the coopera-
tion in this manner.” He criti-
cized Moscow for blaming
Japan’s failure to fund un-
related development proj-
ects on Sakhalin, Russia’s
largest island in the Pacific
and not part of the territory
claimed by Tokyo.

Japan has provided devel-
opment funds for Sakhalin
for years as part of ifs ef-
forts to improve ties with

Russia. Matsuno acknowl-
edged that Tokyo had not
made its latest payment for
the Sakhalin projects, but it
wasn't immediately clear if
it was related to the sanc-
fions.

Matsuno said Tokyo will pur-
sue negotiations to ensure
safe operations of Japa-
nese boats under the pact.
“We will do our utmost to
protect the safety of the
Japanese fishing opero-
tion,” he said.

The area is a rich fishing
ground for pollack, Okhotsk
mackerel and octopus.
The fishing safety pact is
one of four fisheries agree-
ments near the disputed
waters. Negofiations on
two others one involving
Russian salmon and an-
other seaweed were set-
tled earlier this year, while

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno speaks
during a press conference in Tokyo, Wednesday, June 8, 2022.

a fourth deal to decide
cafch quotas in each oth-
er's economic waters is set
for December.

The fterritorial dispute has
prevented the two coun-
fries from signing a peace
treaty formally ending their
World War Il hostilities. Rus-
sia has already scrapped
peace treaty negotiations
with Japan in response to
the sanctions.

Associated Press

Also Wednesday, Japan’'s
Defense Ministry said four
suspected Russian fighter
jets flew over the Sea of Jo-
pan toward Japanese aqir-
space west of the island of
Hokkaido on Tuesday night,
causing Japan’s Air Self-
Defense Force to scramble
its fighter jets.

They did not violate Japa-
nese airspace, the ministry
said in a statement.(



wo RLD NEWS #ZRSDAY 9 JUNE 2022

Brazil police questioning suspect in Amazon disappearances

By DIANE JEANTET and FA-
BIANO MAISONNAVE
Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bro-
zilion police said Wednes-
day that they are question-
ing a suspect in the disap-
pearance of a British jour-
nalist and an Indigenous
affairs official who went
missing in a remote part
of the Amazon rainforest
more than three days ago.
Civil police in Amazonas
state identified the suspect
as 4l-year-old Amarildo
da Costa de Oliveira, also
known as “Pelado,” who
was arrested for allegedly
carrying a firearm without
a permit, which is common
practice in the region. Po-
lice didn't clarify why he is
being treated as a suspect.
Authorities have  ques-
tioned four others since
the investigation started,
according to a separate
statement from the state’s
public security secretariat.
It said no arrest related to
the disappearances has
yet been made.

Dom Phillips, who has been
a regular contributor to
newspaper The Guardian,
and Bruno Araujo Pereirq,
an employee of the Bro-
ziian Indigenous  affairs

o

British journalist Dom Phillips, right, and a Yanomami Indigenous man walk in Maloca Papiv village,

Roraima state, Brazil, Nov. 2019.

agency with  extensive
experience in the region,
were last seen early Sunday
in the Sao Rafael commu-
nity, according to the Uni-
vaja associafion of people
in the Vale do Javari Indig-
enous territory. The two had
been threatened on Satur-
day when a small group
of men fraveled by river to

the Indigenous ferritory’s
boundary and brandished
firearms at a Univaja patrol,
the association’s president,
Paulo Marubo, previously
fold The Associated Press.
Phillips photographed the
men at the time and the
man known as Pelado was
one of them, Marubo said.
The two men were return-

Associated Press

ing by boat to the nearby
city of Atalaia do Norte on
Sunday morning, but never
arrived. Indigenous leaders
on the ground, family mem-
bers and peers of Pereira
and Phillips have expressed
concern authorities’ search
efforts were slow to starf,
and remain insufficient.

“The Brazilian state says it

has deployed a great task
force in the region. This is
not true,” Eliesio Marubo,
Univaja’s legal advisor, said
Tuesday. “They promised
that, today, they would
send a helicopterto fly over
the area and it also didn’t
happen. Now it is 4 p.m., it
was supposed fo arrive at
2 p.m., and until now noth-
ing. The fact is that we con-
tinue the search alone.”

In her decision, Judge Jai-
za Maria Pinto noted that
she had ordered the In-
digenous affairs agency to
mainfain profections in the
region after 2019 case filed
by Univaja reporting mul-
tiple aftacks from criminals.
But she said that despite
that, the territory “has been
maintained in a situation of
low protection and supervi-
sion.” There have been re-
peated shootouts between
hunters, fishermen and of-
ficial security agents in the
area, which has the world's
largest concentration of
unconfacted Indigenous
people. It is also a mao-
jor route for cocaine pro-
duced on the Peruvian side
of the border, then smug-
gled into Brazil to supply lo-
cal cities or to be shipped
to Europe. 1

Venezuelan

ISTANBUL (AP) — Venezue-
lan President Nicolas Mad-
uro was welcomed in the
Turkish capital on Wednes-
day just as the foreign min-
ister of Russia, a key ally of
the ostracized Latin Ameri-
can regime, was also visit-
ing the city.

Maduro is on a Eurasian
tour after being rebuffed
by Washington, which de-
cided not to invite him fo
the Summit of the Ameri-
cas.

Turkey is one of a handful
of places around the world
Russia and Iran are otfher
friendly states where Mad-
uro is welcome amid U.S.
sanctions on his country.
Similarly, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov also
faces travel restrictions
due to his country’s war on
Ukraine.

Lavrov arrived in Turkey,
which like Russia borders

leader, barred from U.S.

the Black Seaq, two days af-
ter NATO members Bulgar-
ia, North Macedonia and
Montenegro reportedly re-
fused to allow his plane to
fly through their airspace to
reach Serbia.

His official duties in Ankara
a meeting with his Turkish
counterpart took place at
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan’s palace just hours
before Maduro arrived at
the same venue.

Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro, right, reviews a military
honour guard with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
during a welcome ceremony, in Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday,

June 8, 2022.

Associated Press

There was no official word
on whether the two men
meftf. Turkey and Venezu-
ela have deepened their
fies in recent years, with
trade rising to nearly $850
million, according to Er-
dogan. Venezuela's gold
frade with Turkey has risen
as U.S. sanctions have cut
off other sources of income
for Caracas.

Erdogan told a news con-
ference with Maduro that
Turkey was against the
“one-sided” sanctions on
Venezuela. “We will always
stand with the friendly and
brotherly people of Vene-
zuela,” he said, adding that
he hoped to visit Caracas
next month.

Manduro thanked Turkey
for its support during the
COVID-19 pandemic and
said the two countries had
signed three agreements
on banking, agriculture

summit, arrives in Turkey

and tourism.

Earlier, Maduro laid a
wreath at the fomb of Tur-
key's founder Mustafa Ke-
mal Ataturk before travel-
ing fo the palace, arriving
in a limousine escorted by
ceremonial cavalry.
Erdogan was the first Turkish
president to visit Venezuela
in 2018 while Maduro has
fraveled to Turkey on sev-
eral occasions.

During one such stopover
Maduro and his wife were
criticized for dining in the
expensive Salt Bae steak
restaurant while many Ven-
ezuelans were struggling
with poverty.

The Summit of the Americas
meeting of regional lead-
ers in Los Angeles is taking
place June 7-to-10. The
governments of Venezu-
ela, Cuba and Nicaragua
have been excluded from
it by the United States.(]
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit

NOORD— Paseo Herencia
offers a variety of shop-
ping, dining and entertain-
ment options in an outdoor
center located in the heart
of Palm Beach - walking
distance from the high-rise
hotels.

Shopping

The Paseo Herencia stores
offer a great collection
in beach wear, clothing,
perfume, shoes, jewelry,
souvenirs and much more.
Pamper yourself by visiting
Maggy’'s and enjoy their
salon services and shop
for your favorite beauty
products. Aruba Aloe has
that perfect gift to bring
back home, all made with
natfural ingredients. Other
brand favorites are Tommy
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo,
Carmen  Steffens, Nike
store, Pandora and many
more.

Restaurants

Start with a breakfast meal
at Paseo Herencia offer-
ing unique breakfast op-
fions such as Drunk's Denial
with their Make it Your Own
Crépe Bar offering sweet
and savory crépe flavors
and the option to booze

Mimosa

it up with their
crépe (mandarin soaked
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nut rum), Bourbon Apple,
Brandy Apricot, Whiskey
Pear and more. Location
can be found by following
the bakery smell upon ar-
rival. Another option is Sea-
baritaoffering you delicious
breakfast options ranging
from Huevos Rancheros to
empanadas surrounded by
a cozy picnic sefting with
streetside view. Go Argen-
tinian style at Che Bar and
try their delicious omelet
with chorizo/ham, mozzo-
rella, onions, peppers, and
tomatoes served with skillet
potatoes and toast.Looking
for something for the whole
familye Visit TGI Fridays and
choose between waffle,
omelets, breakfast sand-
wiches and tacos starting
at $8.These restaurants are
also open for lunch & din-

ner offering you a variety
of cuisine choices. If you're
looking for more unique
concepts, join us for dinner
at Xixon Restaurant greatly
known in Miami for their
Spanish inspired dishes with
top notch flavors and the
largest wine variety or visit
The Lazy Turtle and fry their
exotic African dish “Kuvuta
Kuku” accompanied by
their tasty lazy cocktails.
Coming for drinks?2 Sip and
have a good fime at the
Bulldog Aruba located in
the center of the Plaza.
Open fill late.

VIP Cinema

Visit the one-of-a-kind Ca-
ribbean Cinemas VIP on
the second floor of Paseo
Herencia and enjoy your
favorite movies in the most
comfortable reclining seafs
with high quality screens
with the latest projection
and 7.1 Dolby surround
sound and not to forget
their delicious buttery bag
of popcorn.

Entertainment

Catch live shows from Mon-
day to Thursday and Sun-
day at 8pm on the Paseo
center stage and the night-
ly water shows at 7:30pm,
8:30pm and 2:30pm. Look-
ing for some adrenaline?
Visit the Airsoft experience
located behind The Lazy
Turtle. Snap Instagramable
pictures at the Angel Wings
located between Pandora
and Free Spirit or the Flying
mosaic hearts located be-
hind King Churros.

Parking up to two hours is
free when shopping, din-
ing or caftching a movie at
Paseo Herencia. Just pres-
ent your purchase receipt
at our parking cashier.

To learn more about our
specials and events, visit
the Paseo Herencia web-
site  www.paseoherencia.
comd
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New prices for petroleum products announced
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Prepaid High-Speed Internet
anywhere on the island
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Are you in Aruba for "Workation" and need high-speed Internet anywhere at any
time? SETAR, Aruba's biggest telecom provider, offers you the fastest wireless Inter-
net plans on an LTE network.

Work remotely on the beach via your tablet, laptop, or smartphone and enjoy
faster upload and download speeds. SETAR Prepaid Wireless Broadband offers you
a lower latency rate, meaning websites loads faster, YouTube does not pause ev-
ery five seconds, and apps download at a higher speed, all using your Mi-Fi device.

SETAR Wireless Broadband Prepaid offers you Internet anywhere for a fixed fee with-
out worrying about additional charges, and it is easy to use and access. Choose
the bundle that suits your budget and needs.

Visit SETAR Teleshop with locations around the island or at the airport to check your
Mi-Fi SIM or device.(

ORANUJESTAD - The Minister of Economic Affairs, Com-
munications and Sustainable Development has an-
nounced that there will be changes in the prices for
petroleum products starting the 8th of June 2022.

The price for Gasoline unleaded-premium has in-
creased with 32,2 cents, making the total price 321,2
cenfts per liter.

Gasoil has an increase of 1,3 cents which makes the
total price 290,3 cents per liter and Kerosene has an
increase of 2,0 cents, making the fotal price 277,6
cents per liter.

All the prices are including BBO (furnover tax), BAZV
(health tax) and BAVP..
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Continuation

Short history of the beginnings of baseball in Aruba

ORANIJESTAD — Baseball
was played on the island
of Aruba in the 1930’s, but
only by United States ex-
patriates working for LAGO
and living inside the LAGO
colony. Jim Bluejacket, the
legendary US Indian who
had played in two major
league teams, worked for
LAGO during 14 years and
was a key factor in the
growth of the popularity of
the game in the colony.
There is no record of Blue-
jacket ever playing outside
the colony.

In the ‘40s only the Lago
Sports  Park  organized
baseball championship
games. The first teams to
participate were Arfraco,
(Aruba Trading Co.), Esso
Garage and Botica San
Lucas. In 1945 Venezuelan
employees of the Lago re-
finery participated under
the name of “"Cafenol”, a
very popular Venezuelan
coffee brand. Two other
groups of Venezuelanim-
migrants formed the teams
“Cerveceria”(named af-
ter the iconic team Cer-
veceria Caracas), and
“Venezuela”, although
not all members of these
tfeams were Venezuelans.
This was also the year that

the team sponsored by
Roxy Café started to play
as"Dodgers”.

Dodgers became the dom-
inant baseball powerhouse
fill the 1950s.

Other teams that entered
the baseball scene in the
late  1940s: Pepsi Cola
(Oranjestad) and St. Thom-
as Boys (former students of
St. Thomas College, Oran-
jestad). “Baby Ruth” in
San Nicolas played initially
under the name “Camel”
and “Barnes’ Ramblers”
the only team consisting of
Lago Colony players to par-
ficipate in the Lago Sport
Park championships. “Red
Rock Cola” was formed in
Oranjestad in 1950.

In 1952 the team Pepsi
Cola became "Nesbitt's”
and had players of seven

countries, including two
American  expats  from
Lago Colony.

In 1950 a group of promi-
nent members of the Aru-
ba community founded
the Amateur Baseball Bond
of Aruba (ABBA) to give
structure to the manage-
ment of the sport and be-
came the organizers of of-
ficial championship games.
While maintaining the ex-
isting teams in a league

that was referred to as A-
class, ABBA established a
B-class league in which the
“Budweiser’ and “Braves”
played the first years.

By 1952 Aruba became a
member of the Internation-
al Amateur Baseball Asso-
ciation and fielded a team
managed by Joe Proterra,
(former pitcher of “Barnes’
Ramblers”), that would play
for the first time ever in the
Amateur Baseball World
Series that took place in
Havana, Cuba in Septem-
ber. Surprisingly, Aruba won
two of ifs six games and
became the darling of the
Havana fans. Nell Harms
of the Aruban team was
named the "“Outstanding
player of the week” for his
performance against Hon-
duras. He allowed just two
hits, stfruck out 15 and hit
the only homerun of the
game. Joe Cambria, the
famous scout for the Wash-
ington Senators offered
him a confract, but Nel
was not interested, butthe
next year, at the Amateur
Baseball World Series in Ca-
racas, Venezuela, Nel and
Ruben Phillips did sign and
in 1954 they played profes-
sional baseball the Geor-
gia-Florida League and the

Texas-New Mexico League.
They were the first Arubans
to play professionally, but
not the only ones.

During the games in Ho-
vana, contacts were made
with the organizers of Little
League Baseball in Cuba
which eventually resulted
in the infroduction of Lit-
fle League in Aruba. Little
League of Aruba has been
extremely successfulilt has

produced many players
who earned baseball schol-
arships at universities in the
United Statfes, a few who
played professionally in the
Netherlands and different
countries in the Caribbe-
an andfive who reached
the major leagues: Calvin
Maduro, Eugene Kingsale,
RadhamesDijkhoff, Sydney
Ponson, and XanderBo-
gaerts one of the brightest
stars of Boston Red Sox.[.]
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No, you're not imagining it — package sizes are shrinking

By DEE-ANN DURBIN

AP Business Writer

It's the inflafion you're not
supposed to see.

From toilet paper to yogurt
and coffee to corn chips,
manufacturers are quietly
shrinking package sizes
without lowering prices.
It's dubbed “shrinkflation,”
and it’s accelerating world-
wide.

In the U.S., a small box of
Kleenex now has 60 tfissues;
a few months ago, it had
65. Chobani Flips yogurts
have shrunk from 5.3 ounc-
esto 4.5 ounces. Inthe UK.,
Nestle slimmed down its
Nescafe Azera Americano
coffee tins from 100 grams
to 90 grams. In India, a bar
of Vim dish soap has shrunk
from 155 grams to 135
grams.

Shrinkflation isn't new, ex-
perts say. But it proliferates
in fimes of high inflation as
companies grapple with
rising costs for ingredients,
packaging, labor and
fransportation. Global con-
sumer price inflation was
up an estimated 7% in May,
a pace that will likely con-
tinue through September,
according to S&P Global.
“It comes in waves. We
happen to be in a fidal
wave aft the moment be-
cause of inflafion,” said Ed-
gar Dworsky, a consumer
advocate and former as-
sistant  aftorney general
in Massachusetts who has
documented  shrinkflation
on his Consumer World
website for decades.
Dworsky began nofticing
smaller boxes in the cereal
aisle last fall, and shrinkfla-
fion has ballooned from
there. He can cite dozens
of examples, from Cot-
tonelle Ultra Clean Care
toilet paper, which has
shrunk from 340 sheets per
roll to 312, to Folgers cof-
fee, which downsized its
51-ounce container to 43.5
ounces but still says it will
make up to 400 cups. (Fol-
gers says it's using a new
technology that results in
lighter-weight beans.)
Dworsky said shrinkflation
appeals to manufactur-
ers because they know
customers will nofice price
increases but won't keep
frack of net weights or
small details, like the num-
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Bottles of Gatorade are pictured, left, a 32 fluid ounce and 28 fluid ounce, in Glenside, Pa.,

Monday, June 4, 2022.

ber of sheets on a roll of toi-
let paper. Companies can
also employ tricks to draw
attention away from down-
sizing, like marking smaller
packages with bright new
labels that draw shoppers’
eyes.

That's what Fritos did. Bags
of Fritos Scoops marked
“Party Size” used to be 18
ounces; some are still on
sale at a grocery chain
in Texas. But almost every
other big chain is now ad-
vertising “Party Size” Fritos
Scoops that are 15.5 ounc-
es — and more expensive.
PepsiCo didn't respond
when asked about Fritos.
But it did acknowledge
the shrinking of Gatorade
bottles. The company re-
cently began phasing out
32-ounce bofttles in favor
of 28-ounce ones, which
are tapered in the middle
fo make it easier to hold
them. The changeover
has been in the works for
years and isn't related to
the current economic cli-
mate, PepsiCo said. But it

didn’t respond when asked
why the 28-ounce version is
more expensive.

Likewise, Kimberly-Clark
— which makes both Coft-
tonelle and Kleenex —
didn’t respond to requests
for comment on the re-
duced package @ sizes.
Proctor & Gamble Co.
didn’'t respond when asked
about Pantene Pro-V Curl
Perfection condifioner,
which downsized from 12
fluid ounces to 10.4 fluid
ounces but still costs $3.99.
Earth's Best Organic Sunny
Day Snack Bars went from
eight bars per box to seven,
but the price listed at mul-
tiple stores remains $3.69.
Hain Celestial Group, the
brand’s owner, didn't re-
spond to an email seeking
comment.

Some companies are
straightforward about the
changes. In Japan, snack
maker Calbee Inc. an-
nounced 10% weight re-
ductions — and 10% price
increases — for many of ifs
products in May, including

Associated Press

veggie chips and crispy
edamame. The company
blamed a sharp rise in the
cost of raw materials.
Domino's Pizza announced
in January it was shrinking
the size of its 10-piece chick-
en wings to eight pieces for
the same $7.99 carryout
price. Domino’s cited the
rising cost of chicken.

In India, "down-switching”
— another term for shrink-
flation — is mostly done in
rural areas, where people
are poorer and more price
sensitive, said Byas Anand,
head of corporate com-
munications for Dabur In-
dia, a consumer care and
food business. In cities,
companies simply jack up
prices.

“My company has been
doing it openly for ages,”
Anand said.

Some customers who have
noticed the downsizing are
sharing examples on social
media. Others say shrink-
flation is causing them to
change their shopping
habits.

Alex Aspacher does a lot of
the grocery shopping and
meal planning for his fam-
ily of four in Haskins, Ohio.
He noticed when the one-
pound package of sliced
Swiss cheese he used to
buy shrank to 12 ounces
but kept its $9.99 price tag.
Now, he hunts for deals or
buys a block of cheese
and slices it himself.
Aspacher said he knew
prices would rise when
he started reading about
higher wages for grocery
workers. But the speed of
the change — and the
shrinking packages — have
surprised him.

“I was prepared for it to a
degree, but there hasn't
been a limit to it so far,”
Aspacher said. "I hope
we find that ceiling pretty
soon.”

Sometimes the trend can
reverse. As inflafion eases,
competition might force
manufacturers  to lower
their prices or reinfroduce
larger packages. But Dwor-
sky says once a product
has gotften smaller, it often
stays that way.

“"Upsizing is kind of rare,” he
said.

Hitendra Chaturvedi, a pro-
fessor of supply chain man-
agement at Arizona State
University’'s  W.P.  Carey
School of Business, said he
has no doubt many com-
panies are struggling with
labor shortages and higher
raw material cosfs.

But in some cases, compa-
nies’ profits — or sales minus
the cost of doing business
— are also increasing expo-
nenfially, and Chaturvedi
finds that tfroubling.

He points to Mondelez Inter-
natfional, which tfook some
heat this spring for shrinking
the size of its Cadbury Dairy
Milk bar in the UK. with-
out lowering the price. The
company’s operating in-
come climbed 21% in 2021,
but fell 15% in the first quar-
ter as cost pressures grew.
By comparison, PepsiCo’'s
operating profit climbed
11% in 2021 and 128% in the
first quarter.

“I'm not saying they're prof-
iteering, but it smells like it,”
Chaturvedi said. "Are we
using supply constraints as
a weapon to make more
money?2"]
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Sky high: Carbon dioxide levels in air
spike past milestone

P —

Newport Beach, Calif.

By SETH BORENSTEIN

The amount of heat-frap-
ping carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere has shot past
a key milestone - more than
50% higher than pre-indus-
trial times - and is at levels
not seen since millions of
years ago when Earth was
a hothouse ocean-inun-
dated planet, federal sci-
entists announced Friday.
The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administra-
tion said its long-time moni-
toring station at Mauna
Loa, Hawaii, averaged 421
parts per million of carbon
dioxide for the month of
May, which is when the
crucial greenhouse gas
hits its yearly high. Before
the industrial revolution in
the late 19th century car-
bon dioxide levels were at
280 parts per million, scien-
tists said, so humans have
significantly changed the
atmosphere. Some activ-
ists and scientists want a
level of 350 parts per mil-
lion. Industrial carbon di-
oxide emissions come from
the burning of coal, oil and
gas.

Levels of the gas continue
fo rise, when they need to
be falling, scientists say. This
year's carbon dioxide lev-
el is nearly 1.9 ppm more

Associated Press

than a year ago, a slightly
bigger jump than from May
2020 to May 2021.

“The world is trying fo re-
duce emissions, and you
just don't see it. In other
words, if you're measuring
the atmosphere, you're
not seeing anything hap-
pening right now in terms
of change,” said NOAA cli-
mate scientist Pieter Tans,
who fracks global green-
house gas emissions for the
agency.

Outside scientists said the
numbers show a severe cli-
mate change problem.

“Watching these incremen-
tal but persistent increas-
es in CO2 year-to-year is
much like watching a tfrain
barrel down the track to-
wards you in slow motion.
It's terrifying,” said Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Madison cli-
mate scientist Andrea Dut-
ton. “If we stay on the track
with a plan to jump out of
the way at the last minute,
we may die of heat stroke
out on the tracks before it
even gefs to us.”

University of lllinois climate
scientist Donald Wuebbles
said without cuts in carbon
pollution “we will see ever
more damaging levels of
climate change, more
heat waves, more flooding,

Beautiful Latin Girls _
Pick-up & Delivery
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more droughts, more large
storms and higher sea lev-
els.”

The slowdown from the
pandemic did cut global
carbon emissions a bit in
2020, but they rebounded
last year. Both changes
were small compared to
how much carbon diox-
ide is pumped into the at-
mosphere each year, es-
pecially considering that
carbon dioxide stays in the
atmosphere hundreds to a
thousand years, Tans said.
The world puts about 10 bil-
lion metric tons of carbon
in the air each year, much
of it gets drawn down by
oceans and plants. That's
why May is the peak for
global carbon  dioxide
emissions. Plants in the
northern hemisphere start
sucking up more carbon
dioxide in the summer as
they grow.

NOAA said carbon dioxide
levels are now about the
same as 4.1 to 4.5 million
years ago in the Pliocene
era, when temperatures
were 7 degrees (3.9 de-
grees Celsius) hotfter and
sea levels were 16 to 82
feet (5 fo 25 meters) higher
than now. South Florida, for
example, was completely
under water. These are
conditions that human civi-
lization has never known.
The reason it wdas
much warmer and seas
were higher millions of
years ago af the same car-
bon dioxide level as now is
that in the past the natural
increase in carbon dioxide
levels was far more gradu-
al. With carbon sticking in
the air hundreds of years,
temperatures heated up
over longer periods of fime
and stayed there. The Ant-
arctic and Greenland ice
sheets melted over time,
raising sea levels tremen-
dously and making Earth
darker and reflecting less
heat off the planet, Tans
and ofher scientists said.
Scientists at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanogra-
phy calculated levels a bit
differently based on fime
and averaging, and put
the May average at 420.8
ppm, slightly lower than
NOAA's figure.l
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Classifieds

HTTA

Marriott Ocean club
Palm Beach

Gold season

1 BR Ocean view

Price :$6K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance ocean suite
Private island

1BR WK #21 room #2330
1BR WK #21 room #2320
Harbor /ocean view

Price :$5K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance ocean suite
Private island

1BR WK #24 room #2304
1BR WK #24 room #2132
Harbor /ocean view

Price :$5K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance ocean suite
Private island

1BR WK #25 room #2547
Ocean Front $6K

1 BR WK #26/27 room #2520
$5K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance ocean suite
Private island

1BR WK #24 room #2301
Pool /ocean view $5K

1BR WK #25 room #2317
Pool /ocean view $5K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Costa Linda Beach Resort
Eagle Beach

2 BR WK 27 room #1011
Ground floor pool ocean
Price :$8K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Tierra Del Sol

Wespunt Arachi beach

3 Bedroom ,2 bath

Ocean view fully furnished
With garage

Price : $475K

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Le Vent

Eagle Beach

3 Bedroom , 3 bath
Ground floor

Price :$900K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Gold Coast

24 hour security

3 Bedroom 3 Bath

Town house fully furnished
Price : $450 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Gold Coast
24 hour security
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath
Price :$425 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
215450

For Sale by Owner

Caribbean Palm Village Resort

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2

BR/ 2 Bath

Ground Floor, Pool View

$900 each

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com
215435

Il Time Share Resales + Realty|
! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock
' Forupto 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort
: * All inventory available
! Visit our website :
| www.halleytimetravelaruba.com
: For more info call:(297) 630-1307
| johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit{new):
www . halleyadventures.com

EU lawmakers endorse ban on
combustion-engine cars in 2035

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Eu-
ropean Parliament on
Wednesday  threw  ifs
weight behind a proposed
ban on cars with a com-
bustion engine in 2035,
seeking fo step up the fight
against climate change
through faster develop-
ment of electric vehicles.
The European Union as-
sembly votedin Strasbourg,
France to require auto-
makers fo cut carbon-di-
oxide emissions by 100% by
the middle of the next de-
cade. The mandate would
amount to a prohibition on
the sale in the 27-nation EU
of new cars powered by
gasoline or diesel.

EU lawmakers also en-
dorsed a 55% reduction
in CO2 from automobiles
in 2030 compared with
2021. The move deepens
an existing obligation on
the car industry to lower
CO2 discharges by 37.5%
on average at the end of
the decade compared to
last year. Environmental-
ists hailed the parliament's
decisions. Transport & Envi-
ronment, a Brussels-based
alliance, said the vote of-

2
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fered "a fighting chance of
averting runaway climate
change." The 2030 CO2-re-
duction target and ban on
combustion enginesin 2035
were proposed last year by
the European Commission,
the EU's executive arm.
Cars account for around
12% of European emis-
sions of greenhouse gases,
which are blamed for in-
creasingly frequent and
infense heat waves, storms
and floods fied to climate
change. The governments
of EU member nations
need to give their verdicts
in the coming weeks or
months before a final EU
agreement on the tougher
car emission requirements
is approved. The car law is
being scrutinized as part of
a package of EU draft cli-
mate legislation covering
a range of other polluting
industries. The EU plans to
slash greenhouse gases by
55% in 2030 compared with
1990 rather than by just
a previously agreed 40%
over the period.(4
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Dakota Tel. 588 7364

San Nicolas:

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like
US Onl
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Jeff Goldblum takes one more bite out of ‘Jurassic World’

By JAKE COYLE

AP Film Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — There
is only one person who, in
the middle of a massive
dystopic dinosaur movie,
can utfter a line like "That's
bananas" with just the right
timing and inflection.

For almost three decades,
off and on, Jeff Goldblum
has played Dr. lan Mal-
colm with particular Gold-
blumian panache. As the
stylish chaos theorist of the
"Jurassic Park" and "Juras-
sic World" films, Goldblum is
voice of reason and com-
edy relief in one, an auger
of nature's unpredictability
who can't help marveling
at seeing his theories in ac-
tion, even if that poses im-
mediate danger to himself.
It's one of the 69-year-old
actor's best-known charac-
ters. Yet in even big movies
like "Jurassic Park" and "In-
dependence Day," Gold-
blum has such a singular
manner and much-imitat-
ed tempo that he's never
been particularly defined
by those roles. It's more that
Goldblum, in putting his
own idiosyncratic spin on
them, marks the charac-
ters, rather than the other
way around. Life finds a
way in "Jurassic Park," and
so does Goldblum.

In Colin Trevorrow's "Ju-
rassic World: Dominion, "
which opens in theaters
Thursday, Goldblum —
along with original cast
members Laura Dern and
Sam Neill — returns to close
out the franchise's second
trilogy of films in a sprawling
adventure set in a near fu-
fure where dinosaurs have
spread across the world, as
has ecological imbalance
and a plague of giant lo-
custs.

For Goldblum, the son of a
doctor and host of the Dis-
ney+ series "The World Ac-
cording to Jeff Goldblum,"
the subjects and themes
of the movie dovetail with
some of his own curiosities
and interests in how we
might, he says, "upgrade
our stewardship of the plan-
et." What does Goldblum,
the movies' resident chao-
fician, think of our increas-
ingly fumultuous times?2

" dont know anything
about what I'm talking

Jeff Goldblum poses for a portrait to promote the film "Jurassic World Dominion" at the Universal
Studios Lot in Los Angeles on on Tuesday, May 10, 2022.

about. But let's utter the
word ‘'enfropy’ and 'sys-
tems' and how things break
down,"” Goldblum says,
speaking from London. "Be-
fore the butterfly comes
out of the chrysalis, the cat-
erpillar has some convul-
sions, chaotic convulsions.
But it's not death, necessar-
ily. It's the onset of fransfor-
mation."

Satisfied that he's perhaps
arrived at a kernel of fruth,
Goldblum concludes, "Hey,
what about thatg"

Chaos and harmony feao-
fure prominently in most
conversations with  Gold-
blum, an ever-riffing, cos-
mically attuned raconteur.
He tends to speak as if
narrating his brain's inner-
workings in real fime, arriv-
ing now and then at ideas
worth pausing to savor and
existential epiphanies that
delight him.

One question, for example,
about whether his sons'
names — River Joe and
Charlie Ocean — suggest
some ecological bent
sends Goldblum on a jag

about ocean environmen-
tal health, fundraising for
Oceana, the song "Moon
River" (which Goldblum,
an accomplished pianist,
says his band might soon
record), Carly Simon's "Let
the River Run," the movie
"Working Girl," Mark Har-
ris' Mike Nichols biography
and a white-water rafting
frip on the Kern River.
"Water is life, isn't ite" says
Goldblum. "If they ever
wanted to drop the Gold-
blum and just go with River
Joe, that sounds evocative
to me, that sounds like a
good character. Or Charlie
Ocean. | like both of those.
Nothing wrong with Gold-
blum, but if they want to
change it, fine with me."
Either through experience
(Goldblum's early films in-
cluded two with the impro-
visational Robert Altman, "a
dipsy doodle of an artist,"
he says) or practice (Gold-
blum credits acting teach-
er Sandy Meisner with in-
stilling in him "a continuity
of digging"), Goldblum has
arrived at his unique co-

Associated Press

dence and perpetual state
of curiosity.

"At the beginning of the
day, | remind myself: free
association, stream of con-
sciousness, perceptual
readiness and then open-
ness,” says Goldblum. "This
whole business of acting
and music seems to be, if
nothing else, an invitation
tfoward opening up. Open-
ing yourself up in both di-
rections. Not only to what's
around you in recepftion
but then in your giving
back, reacting and offer-
ing something."

After co-starring in "Jurassic
Park" and its 1997 sequel,
"The Lost World," Goldblum
returned to lan Malcolm in
2018's "Jurassic World: Fall-
en Kingdom" during which
his character testifies to
the U.S. Congress. Malcolm
recommends letting the ex-
ploding volcano determine
the fate of the dinosaurs on
Isla Nublar. Goldblum rel-
ished it.

"I was full of juice," he says.
"l was in this froth of fun,
which | sometimes get in."

Trevorrow, who has co-
written the trilogy and di-
rected the first and third
installments, first  worked
with Goldblum on a "Juras-
sic World" Super Bowl ad
for Jeep. Goldblum wasn't
what he expected.

"You think that he's purely
improvisational and may-
be even a loose canon,”
says Trevorrow. "But on this
movie, I'd just see him walk-
ing out on the garden at
the hotel we were staying
in going over his lines again
and again and coming in
and delivering a very pre-
cise, considered perfor-
mance." Production on "Ju-
rassic World: Dominion" was
halted in 2020 due fo the
pandemic. When shooting
restarted, the studio rented
out a hotel in England near
Pinewood Studios for cast
and crew. Goldblum would
sometimes play the piano
there with his castmates
and Trevorrow — "musi-
cales and hootenanny's of
one kind or another," Gold-
blum says. Dern posted
one video of her, Neill and
Goldblum singing the Bea-
tles' "Blackbird."

"He's a beautiful man,” says
Trevorrow. "We would have
really thoughtful conversa-
fions about his perspective
on where we're at. There
was a depth to it all, hon-
estly, when it comes o the
experience of making the
flm and going through
pandemic together."For
the "Jurassic World: Domin-
ion" cast and fiimmakers,
making a movie about na-
fure's resistance to human-
kind's meddling during the
pandemic took on real-
world resonance. As in the
movie, the world might be
ending but Goldblum is sfill
there keeping the spirifs up.
"What else can we dog¢"
says Goldblum. "Being a
Sandy Meisner devotee, I'm
a romantic about the en-
semble credo and synergy
and, like this movie depicts,
what educated, smart and
deeply caring people can
do — even a few of them
— fogether at a crucial mo-
ment. They can even some-
fimes defeat the forces of
ignorance, corruption and
greed, and keep the homo
sapiens ball moving along
a little more. Maybe."]
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Simone Biles, other women seek $1B-plus from FBl over Nassar

=

By ED WHITE

Associated Press

DETROIT (AP) Olym-
pic gold medalist Simone
Biles and dozens of other
women who say they were
sexually assaulted by Larry
Nassar are seeking more
than $1 billion from the FBI
for failing to stop the sports
doctor when the agency
first  received allegations
against him, lawyers said
Wednesday.

There's no dispute that FBI
agents in 2015 knew that
Nassar was accused of as-
saulting gymnasts, but they
failed to act, leaving him
free tfo continue fo target
young women and girls
for more than a year. He
pleaded guilty in 2017 and
is serving decades in prison.
“It is time for the FBI to be
held accountable,” said
Maggie Nichols, a nation-
al champion gymnast af
Oklahoma in 2017-19.
Under federal law, a gov-
ernment agency has six
months to respond to the
fort claims filed Wednes-
day. Lawsuits could follow,
depending on the FBI's re-

sponse.
The  approximately 90
claimants include Biles,

Aly Raisman and McKayla
Maroney, all Olympic gold
medalists, according fo
Manly, Stewart & Finaldi, a
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United States gymnasts from left, Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney, Aly Raisman and Maggie

Nichols, arrive to testify during a Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector General’s report
on the FBI's handling of the Larry Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021,

in Washington.

Cdalifornia law firm. Sepa-
rately, 13 claims were filed
by others in April.

“If the FBI had simply done
its job, Nassar would have
been stopped before he
ever had the chance to
abuse hundreds of girls, in-
cluding me,” said former
University of Michigan gym-
nast Samantha Roy.
Indianapolis-based USA
Gymnastics  told  local
agents in 2015 that three
gymnasts said they were as-

saulted by Nassar, a team
doctor. But the FBI did not
open a formal investigation
or inform federal or state
authorities in Michigan, ac-
cording fo the Justice De-
partment’s inspector gen-
eral, an internal watchdog.
Los Angeles agents in 2016
began a sexual tourism in-
vestigation against Nassar
and inferviewed several
victims but also didn't alert
Michigan authorities, the in-
spector general said.

Associated Press

Nassar wasn't arrested un-
til the fall of 2016 during an
investigation by police at
Michigan State University,
where he was a doctor.

The Michigan attorney gen-
eral’s office ultimately han-
dled the assault charges
against Nassar, while fed-
eral prosecutors in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, filed a
child pornography case.

The FBI declined to com-
ment Wednesday on the
former gymnasts’ financial

claims, referring instead
to remarks last year by FBI
Director Christopher Wray,
who acknowledged major
mistakes.

“I'm especially sorry that
there were people at the
FBI who had their own
chance to stop this monster
back in 2015 and failed.
And that's inexcusable,”
Wray told victims at a Sen-
ate hearing.

At that same hearing, Biles,
widely considered to be
the greatest gymnast of
all time, said an “entire sys-
tem” enabled the abuse.
Maroney recalled “dead
silence” when she talked to
FBI agents about Nassar.
The Justice Department in
May said that it would not
pursue criminal charges
against former agents who
were accused of giving in-
accurate orincomplete re-
sponses during the inspec-
tor general’s investigation.
Failures by federal law en-
forcers have led to ma-
jor settlements, including
$127.5 million for families
of those killed or injured in
2018 at Florida's Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School. The FBI received a
tip about five weeks before
17 people were killed, but
the tip was never forward-
ed to the South Florida
office.d

NEW YORK (AP) — Short-
stop Dansby Swanson
beat the Braves in salary
arbitration on Wednesday
and ouftfielder Adam Du-
vall lost to Aflanta, leaving
teams with a 6-3 advan-
tage over players this year.
Swanson was awarded
$10 million rather than the
team'’s $9.2 million offer by
Jeanne Charles, Richard
McNeill and Scoft Buc-
cheit, who heard argu-
ments on Tuesday.

Duvall was given the
Braves' $9,275,000 offer
rather than his $10,275,000
request by Gary Kendellen,
Keith Greenberg and Gil
Vernon, who listened to ar-
guments on Friday.

Swanson, 28, hit .248 last
year, when he set career
highs with 27 homers and
88 RBIs. He had a pair of

homers and three RBIs in
the World Series against
Houston, helping the
Braves win their first fitle
since 1995.

Swanson made $6 million
last season and is eligible
for free agency after the
World Series. He entered
Wednesday with a .279
average, six homers and
26 RBIs.

Duvall led the NL with 113
RBIs last year for Miami
and Aflanta, which ac-
quired him on July 30. The
33-year-old hit .228 with 38
home runs during the sea-
son and had two homers
and six RBIs in the World
Series.

He also is eligible for free
agency after this season
and is hitting .199 with
three homers and 18 RBIs
this year.

Atlanta third baseman
Austin Riley ($3.95 million)
and injured Braves reliever
Luke Jackson ($3.6 million)
lost their cases previously,
and pitcher Max Fried re-
mains scheduled for a
hearing.

No statistics or evidence
from after March 1 are
admissible other than con-
fract and salary compari-
sons. The fiming was set
when Major League Base-
ball and the players’ asso-
ciation agreed fo the deal
that ended the lockout.
Seattle second baseman/
outfielder Adam Frazier ($8
million) and Kansas City
outfielder Andrew Ben-
infendi ($8.5 million) also
won their cases earlier. St.
Louis ouftfielder Tyler O’ Neill
($3.4 million), Miami right-
hander Pablo Lépez ($2.45

Swanson beats Braves in arbitration, Duvall loses to Atlanta

Atlanta Braves’ Dansby Swanson heads up the first-base line
after hitting a single off Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Ryan
Feltner in the second inning of a baseball game, Sunday, June
5, 2022, in Denver.

milion) and Miwaukee
right-hander Adrian Hous-
er ($2.425 million) lost.

Arbitration hearings usu-

Associated Press

ally are held during the first
three weeks of February
but were delayed by the
lockout..]
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AP Inierwew AIIyson Felix ‘humbled’ by rivals’ praise

Allyson Felix, of United States races in a women's 400-meter
heat at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021, in

Tokyo, Japan.

By ANDREW DAMPF

AP Sports Writer

ROME (AP) — As the most
decorated female ftrack
athlete in the history of the
Olympics, hardly a day
goes by when Allyson Felix

Associated Press

isn't reminded of her long
list of accomplishments.

Infroduce her by mention-
ing that huge haul of 11
Olympic medals and the
18 pieces of gold (most-
ly), silver and bronze that

Everyday triple points
ORCHID CASINO

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin)

make her the most deco-
rated competitor — male
or female —in the history of
the athletics world cham-
pionships, and she's hardly
fazed.

Add in her one world in-
doors title to make for a
nice, round total of 30 ca-
reer medals affer two de-
cades at the top of her
sport, and she still won't
even blink.

But let a fellow competitor
describe the impact that
the American 200- and
400-meter runner has had
on both track and field and
advocacy for female ath-
letes, and that gets Felix's
attention.

"She's been an absolute
legend," British world cham-
pion Dina Asher-Smith said
at a news conference
ahead of Thursday's Gold-
en Gala Pietro Menneaq,

which will mark the final
Diamond League meet of
the 3é6-year-old Felix's ca-
reer.

With Felix sitting two seafs
over from her, Asher-Smith
— who is a decade young-
er than Felix — went on to
describe the American's
"grace" and "dignity" and
the effect of seeing Felix
up close when she was a
youth volunteer collect-
ing athletes' discarded
warmup suits off the track
at the 2012 London Olym-
pics when Felix won three
golds.

"'ve been a big fan for
years and years and years,"
Asher-Smith said. '"The first
fime | raced Allyson in 2015
| remember thinking, 'I'm a
professional athlete now
because I'm in a race with
Allyson.™

Asked later about Asher-

Totally sanitized table and chips.

for you and your party.

RESERVE your Private Table

Call 525 7777 ext.209
to make a reservation.

welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE

Smith's comments, Felix
fold The Associated Press
that they made her "feel
ancient.”

"But Dina is so sweet. | feel
just humbled listening to
that," Felix added. "And |
remember when | was in
that position. And it doesn't
seem like it's been that
long, but it has. And it's just
really special to hear words
like that. And now | know
that the sport is in really
great hands, so I'm excited
to watch them continue to
just take it to new levels."
Felix, who announced in
April that this will be her fi-
nal season, is enjoying one
final tour through Europe
before she gets down fo
her last major meets — the
U.S. trials later this month
then (if she qualifies) the
world championships in
July.

Both the U.S. ftrials and
worlds will be contested at
Hayward Field in Eugene,
Oregon. It's the first fime
the worlds will be held on
U.S. soil.

"It's something that you
hope that can help the
sport and that people can
pay attention to and re-
alize this incredible thing
that happens between
the Olympic Games," Felix
said. "So | really hope that
people wil take advan-
tage of the opportunity to
come out and to watch."
Felix isn't yet sure which
event(s) she'll attempt to
qualify for at trials. But she
said she'd be happy just to
race a mixed gender re-
lay if that's what it comes
down to.

"I don't necessarily even
need one race, honestly,"
Felix said. "lI've tried not to
make that the focus of my
year but obviously a mixed
relay would be really fun.
I'm just trying to get to top
form to just be able to help
if the team needs me."

In the meantime, Felix will
be facing stiff competition
in the 200 aft the Stadio
Olimpico.

Besides Asher-Smith, also
entered are Elaine Thomp-
son-Herah, the Jamaican
who has swept the 100 and
200 titles at the past two
Olympics, and Shaunae
Miller-Uibo of the Baha-
mas, who has won the 400
at two straight Olympics.[



